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In memory of Giuseppe Gardenghi 

Giuseppe Gardenghi died in Imola on the 20th of De-
cember 2008. 

He was born on the 18th of December 1934 in Con-
selice (Ravenna province) into a family of farmers. 

He graduated in Biological Sciences at the University 
of Bologna. From 1971 to 1999 he uninterruptedly 
taught Zoology, first at the Faculty of Sciences and then 
at the Faculty of Agriculture of the University of Bolo-
gna. His teaching mainly aimed at training towards the 
naturalistic aspects of agricultural and urban environ-
ments. On the basis of his lectures, he wrote four text-
books that were steady guides for the students, always 
judged by him with conscious benevolence. 

He started his research activity under the direction of 
Leo Raunich (Institute of Comparative Anatomy, Uni-
versity of Ferrara) and, later, Enrico Vannini (Institute 
of Zoology, University of Bologna). His research was 
focused on haematopoiesis, sex determination and dif-
ferentiation in vertebrates, and biology of insect parasi-
toids, such as Diptera Tachinidae, Hymenoptera Eulo-
phidae and Chalcididae. He conducted his studies on 
parasitoids in close collaboration with researchers of the 
Institute of Entomology “Guido Grandi” of the Univer-
sity of Bologna (now belonging to the Department of 
Agroenvironmental Sciences and Technologies). 

He retired early from the University and continued to 
offer his expertise in a social context, cooperating with 
the Municipality of Imola in the coordination of cam-
paigns for the control and prevention of the Asian tiger 
mosquito and other Arthropods of medical and veteri-
nary importance. 

In his research work, Giuseppe Gardenghi was able to 
pose simple and precise questions in order to find clear 
answers by preferring descriptive over experimental as-
pects. He skilfully proportioned the effectiveness of the 
different investigation methods to the complexity of the 
various problems, avoided ephemeral trends, and distin-
guished with common sense between issues that could 
be faced and over-ambitious topics. 

The sensibility of Giuseppe Gardenghi came from his 
rural origins, of which he was proud and which always 
led him to identify the applied aspects in his research 
work. In addition, as a morphologist, histologist and 
painter, he was an attentive observer and was able to 
capture and represent the shapes of natural objects, ani-
mals and plants. He blended them and turned them into 
apparently simple messages, which though contained 
deep and complex concepts, drawn from a deep-rooted 
scientific and humanistic culture. In fact, he has left us 
more than three hundred paintings, which were shown 
in numerous qualified exhibitions. 

Giuseppe Gardenghi was a friend to all who knew and 
frequented him; it was worthwhile and pleasant to walk 
part of the path of life together. 

Francesco ZACCANTI
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