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Remembering Marta Grandi

On October 6th, 2005, Marta Grandi died. She was born
in Bologna on July 3rd, 1915. Her father, Alfredo, a
well-known painter under the name of Garzia Fioresi,
was the brother of Guido Grandi, the founder of the In-
stitute of Entomology of the University of Bologna,
which he directed for over thirty years. Her mother,
Paola Fiori, belonged to a family that had a tradition of
naturalistic studies. Marta, as well, was fascinated by
the phenomena of nature and, since childhood, she was
initiated by her entomologist uncle to the technique of
observation in the country and the knowledge of the
world of insects.

She followed a course of classical studies and, in July
1938, she obtained her degree in Natural Science,
magna cum laude, at the University of Bologna. She
was a regular Natural Science teacher in Classical High
Schools, since 1942 at Cesena and since 1956 at
“Galvani” in Bologna. She retired in 1978 after 40
years’ teaching. In 1938, after her graduation, Guido
Grandi offered her to enter his Institute as a voluntary
researcher and advised her to study Ephemeroptera, to
which she later dedicated a large part of her life. She felt
deeply honoured to be considered on a par with her un-
cle’s other pupils and for all of us she was a dear and
unforgettable friend from the very beginning.

Marta Grandi was a meek, reserved person, but she
also had a strong willpower and a great passion for her
chosen work. She leaves 42 publications, many of re-
markable weight, among which her beautiful book
“Fauna d’Italia” about Ephemeroptera, published in
1960. In 1951, she obtained her University teaching
qualification in Entomology. Her last work was pub-
lished in 1973. Later, maybe because her health did not
allow her to continue the observation and collection
along the water courses any more, maybe because she
felt the call of another passion which had silently domi-
nated her whole life, she abandoned her beloved studies
(as well as teaching) and dedicated herself full time to
the assistance of the poor and the outcasts, to whom she
dedicated her great capacity for love.

About Ephemeroptera, an order of primitive insects of
great biological importance, she built an imposing work.
Her study of the compared morphology and ethology of
their preimaginal and adult stages has been mostly car-
ried out on species living in Emilia Romagna, but,
thanks to some material she collected herself or that was
supplied by other researchers, it was also extended to
species from other Italian Regions and even from the
African Continent. She described 16 new species. The
illustration is always faultless, detailed and very rich.
She did not neglect development, biological cycles and
ecology. Because of the general conclusions to which
they led, great value is attributed to her compared mor-
phological and myological researches concerning axil-
lary sclerites (pseudopterals) of Ephemeroptera, an or-
der that, due to its primitive conditions, is lacking in
typical axillary sclerites. Her study was also extended to
the axillary sclerites of the Odonata, an order also lack-

ing typical pterals, and also to the thoracic morphology
and myology of Plecoptera, primitive insects with ex-
tremely interesting constitutions. Marta Grandi also
dealt with anatomy and histology researches, studying
the behaviour of the digestive apparatus of the various
stages of Ephemeroptera. She illustrated the develop-
ment of the abdominal somatic muscles, the female
gonoducts and male and female exterior genital organs,
with comparisons in the different species. Her last con-
tribution concerns the flight behaviour in the different
air life periods of the order.

Marta Grandi was always averse to honours and re-
fused the University chair. The National Academy of
Lincei awarded her the Ministry of Education Prize for
Natural Science in 1962 and, against her will, she was
appointed as Member of the Italian National Academy
of Entomology. She donated her specialized library and
her collection in alcohol of Ephemeroptera to the Insti-
tute where she carried out her work.

She was a person who spent the days of her life well,
because of her deep love for her family, her great dedi-
cation to the poor and outcasts and the important contri-
bution she gave to the Entomological Science.
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